
Encouragement Recommendations
Bike and Walk Events
•	Sponsor Bike to Work 

Week and Bike & Walk 
to School Day and work 
with local municipalities, 
employers, and 
advocates to provide 
events and support.

•	Promote the Wisconsin 
Bike Challenge to local employers to encourage 
bicycling to work and for other transportation and 
recreation trips.

•	Sponsor and/or support local family-friendly events that 
promote bicycling or walking, such as Stevens Point 
Ciclovía.

•	Promote bicycling and walking at local health and 
wellness events by hosting a table with bicycle maps, 
ride information, and other promotional materials.

Bike Maps
•	Develop a bicycle user map that displays bicycle 

facilities as well as a bicycle suitability rating for area 
streets. The map should be available online and in print 
format.

Portage County
Countywide Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan

Draft Five E’s Recommendations
Bicycle and pedestrian plans often focus in the “Five E’s:”
•	Engineering:	Development of facilities and infrastrucutre (recommendations provided on other posters).

•	Encouragement:	Building enthusiasm and interest in bicycling and walking. 

•	Education:	Educating street users about bicycling, walking and the rules of the road.

•	Enforcement: Policies  and programs that address safety issues by enforcing the rules of the road.

•	Evaluation:	Monitoring the outcomes and documenting the results of the implementation of the other E’s.

Education Recommendations
On-Bike Education
•	Provide bicycle education 

events such as bicycle rodeos 
and other activities targeted at 
children.

•	Provide bicycle education 
events such as bicycle rodeos 
and other activities targeted at 
adults.	Courses	may	be	offered	
through Learning Is ForEver 
(LIFE) or another organization.

Direct Mail Education
•	 Include at least one piece of bicycle and pedestrian 

education annually in municipal communications 
to residents (newsletter, utility bills, tax bills, etc.), 
including communications from Portage County.

Web-Based Education
•	Provide bicycle and pedestrian safety and education 

materials on the County website and encourage local 
municipalities to provide information on their websites.

Education In Lieu of Punishment
•	 Investigate	offering	a	bicycle	and	pedestrian	education	

course as an alternative for bicyclists, pedestrians, and 
motorists	who	are	first-time	minor	offenders	of	bicycle	
and pedestrian-related rules of the road.
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Enforcement Recommendations
Crosswalk Enforcement
•	Request that the County 
Sheriff	and	local	police	
forces perform crosswalk 
enforcement activities 
to enforce the state law 
requiring motorists to 
yield to pedestrians in 
crosswalks, particularly in 
commercial areas, near schools and the University of 
Wisconsin – Stevens Point, and in Village centers. 

Speed Enforcement
•	Enforce posted speed 

limits, particularly in 
school speed zones.

•	Utilize automated speed-
tracking equipment to 
provide feedback to 
motorists when they are 
exceeding the speed limit.

Law Enforcement Training
•	Promote	bicycle	education	courses	to	the	Sheriff’s	

Department and other local police forces. The 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation occasionally 
offers	a	course	Enforcement	for	Bicycle	Safety	that	
trains	law	enforcement	officials	in	bicycle	related	
enforcement techniques and strategies.

Bicycle Harassment Reporting System
•	Request that the law enforcement agencies investigate 

establishing a single resource for reporting harassment 
of bicyclists. The law enforcement agencies should work 
with Wisconsin DOT to determine if funding is available 
to pilot such a project.

Snow Clearance
•	Request that municipalities 

with snow and ice removal 
ordinances enforce the 
ordinances either by 
removing the snow and ice 
and billing the responsible 
party, or by ticketing 
responsible parties who 
have not cleared snow and 
ice from their sidewalks in 
the	specified	timeframe.

Evaluation Recommendations
Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC)
•	Create	an	official	Bicycle	and	Pedestrian	Advisory	

Committee to monitor and assist in the implementation 
of this Plan and other bicycle and pedestrian issues 
throughout the County.

Bicyclist and Pedestrian 
Counts
•	Conduct annual bicycle and 

walking counts throughout 
the County to measure the 
usage of facilities and growth 
in these modes of travel.

Track Facilities
•	Track the total amount of bicycle facilities that have 

been installed in the County.

Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Friendly Recognition
•	Pursue designation for 

Portage County as a Bicycle 
Friendly Community/County 
from the League of American 
Bicyclists by 2015.

•	Encourage Portage County 
municipalities to apply for 
and receive Bicycle Friendly 
Community Status; at least 
one additional community 
should be ranked by 2016 
and one community should 
receive a silver rating by 2018.

•	Encourage at least one 
Portage County municipality 
to apply for and receive Walk 
Friendly Community status by 
2016.

•	Encourage local businesses to apply for Bicycle Friendly 
Business status from the League of American Bicyclists.
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Connections to Transit
•	Provide sidewalks on 

streets that have transit 
stops.

•	Provide bicycle parking at 
popular transit stops.

•	Continue providing bicycle 
racks on all transit buses 
operating in Portage County.

Funding
•	Support the incorporation of bicycle and pedestrian 

facilities into street projects using the same funding as 
the rest of the project.

•	Apply	for	project-specific	funding	for	at	least	one	
County project during each state Transportation 
Alternatives application cycle (typically every two to 
three years).

•	Encourage Portage County municipalities, particularly 
in	the	Urban	Area,	to	apply	for	project-specific	
funding during each state Transportation Alternatives 
application cycle.

Grant Writing
•	 Investigate hiring a grant writer or add these 

responsibilities to a current position in order to 
pursue funding opportunities for all Portage County 
municipalities.

Bike Share
•	Conduct a bike share feasibility study to determine the 

potential for a small-scale bike share system in Stevens 
Point.

Municipal Codes and 
Zoning Ordinances
•	Update all zoning codes 

or municipal codes in 
Portage County to include 
the following sidewalk 
requirements:

•	Specify a minimum 
sidewalk width of 60 
inches; no maximum 
width should be 
specified;

•	Sidewalks should 
be required to meet 
all aspects of the 
Americans with 
Disabilities Act;

•	Sidewalks should be 
installed based on 
WisDOT’s Guidelines 
for Sidewalk 
Placement, which is 
summarized in Table 
41 in this document; 
and

•	Sidewalks should 
be required in all 
new residential, 
commercial 
and industrial 
development in the 
Urban Area.

•	Abutting property 
owners or 
municipalities 
should be required 
to remove snow and 
ice from sidewalks 
within 24 hours after 
any snowfall.

•	Update Section 6.1.12 of the Portage County Code of 
Ordinances (Parks Ordinance) to clarify that motorized 
wheelchairs do not violate the ban on “mechanized 
equipment” on park property.

Other Recommendations


