
Introduction
In 2012, Portage County hired Toole Design Group to 
produce a Countywide Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan. The 
plan will actually be two separate plans: one for the Stevens 
Point Urban Area and one for the remainder of the County. 
Each plan will assess existing conditions for bicycling and 
walking, and make recommendations to improve bicycling 
and walking conditions in Portage County.

Why is this plan important?
According to the US Census Bureau, nearly 17% of 
all commute trips in Stevens Point, and nearly 8% of 
commute trips countywide, are made by bicycle or on 
foot. Walking and bicycling trips likely represent an even 
greater percentage of the overall trips made by Portage 
County residents. Walking and bicycling are affordable, 
healthy and environmentally friendly ways of getting 
around. However, to make walking and bicycling appealing 
and accessible to more people, improvements should be 
made to the County’s walkway and bikeway network. This 
plan will provide a path for the County to follow as it works 
with limited resources to provide safe and accessible 
transportation options to County residents.

Portage County’s commitment to providing transportation 
options is demonstrated by the undertaking of this 
planning process. This commitment is also reflected in 
the advances that have been made in the County in the 
past 15 years including the development of the nationally 
recognized Green Circle Trail, the Tomorrow River State 
Trail, bike lane development in the Stevens Point area, 
paved shoulders for bicycling on several Portage County 
highways and sidewalk construction and maintenance 
programs in Stevens Point and the County’s villages.

What will the plan provide?
The Portage County Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan will focus 
separately on the Stevens Point Urban Area and the more 
rural areas of the County, including the smaller villages. 
The reason for this is that recommendations for the 
urban area may not be appropriate in more rural areas or 
small villages, and vice-versa. By focusing on these areas  
separately, the most appropriate recommendations can 
be made for each area. Because the work for each area is 
being performed simultaneously, recommendations for 
one area will flow seamlessly into the other area.

In addition to the Urban and Rural focus, there will be 
a strong focus on Safe Routes to School (SRTS) in the 
plan.  SRTS focuses on assessing bicycling and walking 
conditions in close proximity to schools and making 
recommendations for improving bicycling and walking 
conditions in those areas and on school grounds. 

Portage County
Bicycle & Pedestrian Plan

As shown on this Google Map, the Stevens Point Urban Area 
already has a network of shared-use paths (dark green) and an 
emerging network of bike lanes and routes (light green).



Project Schedule 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Task 1: Inventory, Mapping, Kick-off ^a
Task 2: Inventory of Schools a
Task 3: Review Existing Policies a
Task 4: Committee Meetings ^ ^ ^ ^ ^
Task 5: Public Input Gathering l_ _ _
Task 6: Identify Current & Future Needs a
Task 7:  Goals, Objectives, Policies a
Task 8: Preliminary Network a
Task 9:  Implementation Plan a
Task 10: Bicycle & Pedestrian Guidelines a
Task 11: Final Plan a

l Online Survey/Mapping Tool ^ Agency/Stakeholder/Focus Group Meetings

_ Public Meetings a Task Deliverable (Draft/Final)

Nationally, in 1969 approximately half of children ages 5 to 
14 walked or biked to school; in 2009, only 13% of children 
in the same age range did so. There are a variety of reasons 
for this decline, but focusing on improving walking and 
biking conditions can aid in increasing the number of 
children walking and biking to school.

The Plan will provide recommendations focused on what 
are often known as the “Five E’s:”

• Engineering: Improvements to physical 
infrastructure such as sidewalks, bike lanes, paved 
shoulders and shared-use paths.

• Encouragement: Activities focused on encouraging 
people to walk and bike more such as Bike-to-
Work-Week, bike rodeos, rides, and other events 
promoting active transportation.

• Education: Efforts focused on educating all users 
about the rules of the road. This includes motorists, 
bicyclists and pedestrians.

• Enforcement: Proper enforcement of the rules of 
the road for all users.

• Evaluation: Measuring and evaluating efforts that 
have been made to improve bicycling and walking 
conditions. This may include bike counts, miles of 
bike lanes or sidewalks, and other data collection.

Focusing on the Five E’s ensures that the plan will offer 
holistic recommendations bicycling and walking.

Schedule & Tasks
The original schedule from the contract is provided below 
although there will be modifications throughout the 
planning process. The tasks for the plan are also included 
in the Project Schedule below and provide a general 
breakdown of how the plan will be developed.

The bulk of the recommendations for the plan will 
be developed in Tasks 7 and 8, with Task 9 providing 
implementation guidance for the recommendations.

Paved shoulders on rural roads can provide space for bicyclists 
and pedestrains


