
Thursday, February 28
Daytime Sessions: 10:00am - 4:30pm
Evening Session: 6:30pm - 8:30pm
Attend any or all of the sessions

Conference Rooms 1&2, 1462 Strongs Ave
Stevens Point, WI 54481

The Workshop
Portage County, with the assistance of Toole Design Group,  
is working on the Portage County Bicycle & Pedestrian 
Plan - a document that will guide planning for bicycling 
and walking in the area for the next decade.

As part of the plan development process, a workshop will 
be held to solicit local knowledge and information from 
Portage County residents, government offi  cials, local 
community leaders and others. The workshop will include 
group discussions targeted at specifi c topics related to 
bicycling and walking, as well as opportunities for general 
discussions and input about bicycling and walking. The full 
workshop schedule is provided on the next page.

People interested in participating are encouraged to 
attend any or all of the sessions. The workshop is designed 
to encourage participation, and participants may pop in 
and out of the workshop as they have time available.

RSVP is requested, but not required, to help plann for 
the workshop. Please call or e-mail Sarah Wallace in the 
Portage County Planning & Zoning Department:

• WallaceS@co.portage.wi.us
• 715-346-1334

Background
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, nearly 17% of 
all commute trips in Stevens Point, and nearly 8% of 
commute trips countywide, are made by bicycle or on 
foot. Walking and bicycling trips likely represent an even 
greater percentage of the overall trips made by Portage 
County residents. Walking and bicycling are aff ordable, 
healthy and environmentally friendly ways of getting 
around. However, to make walking and bicycling appealing 
and accessible to more people, improvements should be 
made to the County’s walkway and bikeway network. This 
plan will provide a path for the County to follow as it works 
with limited resources to provide safe and accessible 
transportation options to County residents.

The Plan will provide recommendations for the Stevens 
Point Urban Area and the more rural areas of the County 
focused on what are often known as the “Five E’s:”

• Engineering: Infrastructure such as sidewalks, bike 
lanes, paved shoulders and shared-use paths.

• Encouragement: Activities focused on encouraging 
people to walk and bike more.

• Education: Eff orts focused on educating all users 
about the rules of the road.

• Enforcement: Proper enforcement of the rules of 
the road for all users.

• Evaluation: Measuring and evaluating eff orts to 
improve bicycling and walking conditions.

Focusing on the Five E’s ensures that the plan will off er 
holistic recommendations bicycling and walking.

On-Line Resources
Follow the Plan’s progress at the offi  cial blog:

• http://portagecobikepedplan.wordpress.com/

Show us the good, the bad and the ugly of biking and 
walking in Portage County on our interactive map:

• http://tinyurl.com/PoCo-BikePedMap
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Workshop Schedule

10:00am – 10:20am Opening Session
The Opening Session will provide a brief overview of the Portage County Bicycle & Pedestrian 
plan and the day’s schedule. You do not need to attend the Opening Session to attend other 
sessions throughout the day.

10:30am – Noon Session A: Pedestrian Mobility
This session will focus on pedestrian mobility issues in Portage County – both in urban and rural 
areas. The session may be split into urban and rural sub-sessions if there is enough interest from 
participants. The discussion will focus on existing pedestrian mobility issues including access to 
destinations, access to transit, presence of sidewalks and other issues.

 Session B: Bicycling & Walking Near UW-SP
This session will focus on bicycling and walking in the area surrounding and including the 
University of Wisconsin – Stevens Point. In particular, the session will focus on the ease and 
perceived safety of accessing campus on bicycle or foot from surrounding neighborhoods.

Noon – 1:15pm Lunch Break (on own)

1:15pm – 2:45pm Session A: Safe Routes to School
Safe Routes to School is a national movement and program to promote walking and bicycling 
to school. This session will focus on concerns about walking and biking to schools in Portage 
County, both in the urban and rural areas. The session will not focus on specifi c schools (although 
specifi c examples may be used), but rather on community-wide issues.

 Session B: All-Purpose Cycling
This session will focus on the broad range of cycling available in Portage County. The session will 
include discussion of recreational cycling for all groups, but will focus on road cycling. Issues to 
be discussed include confl icts in the urban areas, transitioning from urban to rural areas, confl icts 
in the rural areas, and preferred places to ride.

3:00pm – 4:30pm Session A: Addressing Health & Wellness Through Active Transportation
This session will focus on the general health and wellness benefi ts that bicycling and walking 
provide to a community. Specifi c items for discussion will include how to promote active 
transportation in Portage County and how to create Active Communities in Portage County.

 Session B: Enforcement & Education
This session will focus on the enforcement of the rules of the road for all users – motor vehicle 
operators, bicyclists and pedestrians. Topics for discussion will include enforcement actions 
against activities that are particularly harmful to bicyclists and pedestrians and how to better 
educate Portage County street users about their rights and responsibilities.

6:30pm – 8:30pm Public Session
A general session about bicycling and walking in Portage County will be held in the evening. All 
of the topics covered in sessions during the day will be available for discussion, and there may 
be break-out sessions for specifi c topics if there is interest. Small group activities will be held to 
solicit input about a range of bicycling and walking issues in the County. People are encouraged 
to attend this session if they cannot attend the daytime sessions, but also if they can attend the 
daytime sessions as the discussions may diverge from the earlier discussions.


